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TheReal Stakes

by Lester D Langley (Coswn: $15.95; 248 pp.) -

Inside Central America; :
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flavor of Central American political life.

“None of the Central American states is really a mation,”
Lan(leyvnM“NadoMgovmmentsprqecnhemle
of law rather than the authority of men. So the ageless
mdlﬁmdbylltymhmnyoverloyaltytonamor
constitution has survived into modern times.”
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new, but it is nicely drawn. ‘Theharsh reality of Central
American society is its militarism,” Langley says. “Central
America’s military cadres do not believe thexr role is to
serve the state; they believe they are the state.”

He offers a series of breezy sketches of each country: El
Salvador as a battleground where ‘poht.ialsnottheartof
the poasible, (but) more analogous to a bullfight,” Guate-
mhuahnddmrauhdnnandunnomeﬁum“a
war of cultures (that) Gen. Custer would have
understood,” Nicaragup as_ “the battered child” of the
regwn—where uwchxldrenoﬁzndoatmmmty,

mxverywenbeepmet.hebattereu

'l‘heimphution American policy, of course, is that any
dre-motnn'zﬂngtheﬁny,semifendalcounmuoft.he
isthmus into dunoa'aciea”compuabletommndoomed.
“There is no American solution to Central America’s
problems,” Langiey warns.

But that sentiment—a theme he states in italics and
returns to repeatedly —is almost a truism by now. Even the
Reagan Administratien’s chief on ‘the area,
assistant Seeretary of State Langhorne A. , Sxys with
characteristic thntheumdU.S.aidunotto
turn E1 Salvador into “a Xerox copy of Greenwich, Conn.”

Langley’s s account is colorful and sometimes delightfully
muunwm«mmd

16 June 1985

LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK REVI

the issues that
Nicaragua, the focus of US. attention in Central America
formorethanayurnow,unghy'lbookialketchy;he

and effective leftist critic
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prop up the edifice at all, and that their policies, like
Christianity, have never failed because they have never

Berryman frankly calls the idea that the Sandinistas
might move toward a Costa Rican-style parliamentary
democracy “illusory,” but argues that their authoritarian-
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populist regime is more authenti-
cally democratic. The Sandinistas’
denial of civil liberties and their
distaste for pluralism are less im-

cy toward Nian(m—only the
as Berryman suggests. Today, the
Sandinistas

W
people as well. Berryman‘s book is
an effective statement of one view
of the conflict, but only one of
many; and his arid style conveys
little of the flavor of the life of the.
of Central America—re-
grettably, since Berryman spent

more than a decade there:

Readers who want to plunge a bit
deeper into the issues of Central
America have a growing list of
other books to try. Among the best
are Walter LaFeber’s “Inevitablie
Revolutions,” a critical history of
the U.S. relationship with the area,
and Robert S. Leiken’s “Central
America: Anatomy of Conflict,” a
1984 collection of articles on the
choices facing U.S. policy makers.
But those who want the perfect
primer—the book that every stu-
dent will take as a starting point—
will have to wait. Central Ameri-
ca’s classic is yet to come.
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